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VIETNAMESE ASYLUM SEEKERS 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [1.55 pm]: The fortieth anniversary of the fall of Saigon on 30 April 1975 is 
fast approaching: a meaningful day for Vietnamese Western Australians. The Abbott government has found its 
own diabolical way to commemorate the anniversary. Last week, The West Australian ran a remarkable story. 
The Australian Navy, off the port of Vung Tau, was to hand back to Vietnam a group of almost 50 asylum 
seekers. They were “believed to have been intercepted by Customs and Navy vessels earlier in April, north of 
Australia”. The reports suggest that the week-long return voyage of HMAS Choules was estimated to cost at 
least $1.4 million each way. Surely such expenditure would not be made unless there had been prior 
communication with the regime in Vietnam. True to form, Minister Dutton was silent on important questions, 
citing operational matters. We do not know whether the boat had been intercepted in Australian or international 
waters; whether there had been any distress call; what had been the fate of the boat; whether the people had 
sought refugee status; how, if at all, such requests had been assessed; what dialogue there might have been 
between Canberra and Hanoi on whether Vietnam would accept forcibly refouled people; and what, if any, 
guarantees had been sought or received from Hanoi on their post-return treatment. I am saddened, with 
Malcolm Fraser hardly cold in his grave, and recalling the special and profound honour the Vietnamese 
Australian community paid him at his funeral, that the federal government has so cruelly and blatantly violated 
international law and refouled a group of people to the country from which they had fled. 
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